
Spot On Lancashire has had the pleasure of working closely with Yorkshire-based rural touring
and community arts company Blaize Arts who also run the artERY and Live Lincs rural touring
schemes. Spot On has worked with Blaize as a touring scheme partner; as a promoter of their
touring shows all of which were rooted in northern stories new or historical; or working with the
team on new commissions and some wonderfully eccentric outdoor shows. We have quite a body
of work in our archive all linked to Blaize and their creative team and we felt they needed
recognition for their contribution not only to rural touring in the north, but also to our 30 years
of work. They also advised us on the setting up of Spot On which was good advice and has kept
us going all this time. 

For three consecutive years we collaborated with Blaize artists, local youth groups, families,
schools and village halls in the Bowland area running creative workshops and gathering actors,
musicians and costume makers along the way. With the enthusiastic support of the Forestry
Commission and National Landscapes Bowland we successfully produced summer community
promenade shows which took place outdoors mostly in good weather but sometimes in
torrential rain, in and around Stephen Park in Gisburn Forest. 

“My children really came out of themselves and felt really involved. We would love to do it again
please as it was a great family time!”

Into the Woods



We have unearthed three documentary videos all originally on CDs (remember those?), which we
have shared on our Spot On website. 

First up in 2013 was the Gisburn Forest Guy, loosely associated with the story of Robin Hood,
with battles, songs and corny gags. The Ballads of the Beasts of Bowland arrived in 2014
complete with a ukulele troupe and optional bear ears for all the audience. Elemental! My Dear
Watson in 2015 had an obvious crime theme and some very dodgy frocks. 

These projects were full of joy, chaos, last minute panics, proud children, happy adults and a
company of willing professionals who rolled their sleeves up and steered it all in the mostly right
direction. The Spot On team loved being able to spend the summer up in the beautiful Forest of
Bowland doing something creative, fun and outdoors. 

Gisburn Forest Hub can feel remote but we were astonished by the audiences turning up, some
coming out fully dressed for rain because “they saw something interesting was on in the forest”. 
“If I’d told my boys they were going to be in a theatre project, they wouldn't have come along. It's
because we just turned up for an adventure as a family that they went along with it so well- and
got parts too!.” 
A huge and grateful thank you to Mike Bettison, Gail Ferrin, Paula J Horton, Ellen Thorpe, Jim
Woodland and Gary Bridgens for their creative contribution to our thirty year story.
https://blaize.uk.net/


